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Williamstown Primary News 

                                                                                                   5th November  2009 
www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45 p.m. 
 

Dates to 
Remember 

 
NOVEMBER: 

 
Tuesday 17th 
School Council 
Meeting 
 

 
Thursday 19th 
Disco  
 
 
DECEMBER: 
 
Wednesday 9th 
Music Concert 

 
Monday 14th 
Grade 6 Presentation 
 
Friday 18th  
Last school day for 
2009.  
Finish 1.30pm 
 
 
FEBRUARY 2010: 
 
Monday 1st 
Students resume for 
2010. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
Our week began with a 
wonderful day on 
Monday with our own 
experience of Italy’s 
famous horse racing 
day Palio. Children 
came dressed for the 
races – some in fancy 
hats, dresses and even 
suits, there were a few 
jockeys, others were 
dressed in the weird 
and wonderful gear we 
often see at our own 
Melbourne Cup. The 
day was organised so 
that children were 
mixed in groupings 
from Prep – Year 6, a 
buddy arrangement 
which is fostered at our 
school so that children 
develop friendships 
with others from across 
the school. Each group 
worked together on 
projects they would 
need for the afternoon 
race and parade. These 
included making the 
actual ‘horse’ to be 
raced, a team mascot, 
banners, flags and 
chants, in all, a 
program that integrated 
literacy, art, music and 
of course Italian. 
The afternoon itself 
was great fun with 
races proving to be 
very challenging given 
that the ‘horses’  

Principals’ Comments 
 

 
 

tended to float off 
which balloons often 
do! The fashions on the 
field were stunning too 
with lots of effort going 
into the outfits, many of 
which were created by 
groups of children in 
the morning session. It 
was wonderful to see so 
many families join us 
for our picnic and 
parade. We hope it 
helped to gear you up 
for Tuesday’s 
Melbourne Cup Day 
holiday. 
We thank Signora 
Chambers and all the 
teachers who brought 
another Italian cultural 
experience to our kids. 
Days like this are 
valued at Willy as they 
build strong 
connections between 
our kids and foster the 
great sense of 
community we have. 
We’re sure the kids 
learned a lot and had 
great fun along the way 
and we look forward to 
our next Italian day! 
 
Prep Transition 
program 
It’s an exciting time of 
the year. Our Prep 
commences next 
Tuesday. Again this 
year, our pre-school 

friends will be invited to 
participate in two 
sessions at school which 
will assist them to 
become familiar with 
the classroom learning 
environment and the 
school surroundings. 
This is an important 
experience that helps 
children settle more 
readily and with greater 
confidence at school. 
We are looking forward 
to welcoming our 2010 
Preps and their families 
to Willy. The adventure 
that lies ahead is a very 
special milestone in 
each child’s life and one 
that will be 
remembered. 
 
Playground 
It disappeared before 
our very eyes! Within 
two days the playground 
construction team 
demolished our old 
playground and are now 
preparing the perimeter 
benches around the new 
playground area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Building Project 2009-2010 
Also outside the office area are the plans 
for our new enclosed portable gallery area 
and the works on our Red Brick Building. 
We’re told that the project is going to 
tender shortly and builders will be on site 
in December. The result of this project will 
be fabulous for our school and our kids. 
Whilst we’re aware that this means a little 
more time with less than ideal buildings 
and play space , it is important we 
maximise the building opportunities now 
as it’s likely we will never see such 
funding available again. Our plans to build 
and reconstruct buildings and to redevelop 
play areas is a once in a lifetime project. 
We ask that you keep the end in mind! 
 
Welcome to the World, Arlo 
Francis 
We are delighted to be able to share the 
wonderful news that Emily Re (our 5/6 E 
class teacher) and her husband Greg have a 
new son, Arlo, who was born on Sunday 
November 1st. All is well. Arlo and his 
new family are getting to know each other. 
We look forward to seeing them very soon. 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Last week we received the results from our 
Parent Opinion Survey conducted during 
term three.  Staff and school councillors 
are currently analysing the details of these 
results which we will share with you 
shortly.  
An initial analysis of the data tells us that 
we are performing very well in the key 
areas of Student Behaviour and Student 
Engagement. Student motivation, school 
connectedness and student safety are rated 
well above average. However there are a 
number of areas where we have performed 
below the average standard and looking 
over the previous three years, a somewhat 
declining trend has emerged in the area of 
School Climate. This strongly suggests we 
need to closely look into these areas and 
investigate improvement strategies. We 
have control over some of these elements, 

for example, the variables of Learning 
Focus and Extra Curricular and 
improvement may simply be gained with 
more considered communication to 
parents. Other areas, such as Reporting 
however, which is seen negatively by our 
parent community, is little more difficult 
to deal with as we have strict departmental 
guidelines to work within.  
Nevertheless, in all it seems we have some 
work to do. Data sets such as these cannot 
be ignored. Our response rate this year was 
again high with 73% of families taking the 
trouble to return their forms – thank you! 
Your feedback is critical for us if we are to 
make Willy Primary the best it can be for 
all our kids. So over the next few weeks, 
staff and school council will have a closer 
look at firstly what the data is telling us 
and secondly, begin investigating 
strategies for what we can do to improve 
our results in the future. We look forward 
to having these discussions with our 
community.   
 
The Lunch Bunch  
In recent weeks, The Lunch Bunch has 
formed at Willy. This is a group of student 
leaders from Year 5/ 6 who set up 
lunchtime activities for younger students 
to participate in during lunch break. The 
activities range from physical games to 
more passive games and quiet activities 
such as chalk drawing, card and board 
games etc The Lunch Bunch aims to 
provide another avenue for our children to 
form new friendships and further develop 
social skills such as cooperative play. The 
Lunch Bunch is in addition to other 
activities already established at school – 
the Computer club, lunchtime in the 
library, the knitting group and yoga 
classes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ABC Music Group joins us 
 
Musical opportunities at Willy are well 
known. Apart from regular Music classes 
with Henric for all our children, students 
are also able to join our Choir, the very 
popular Marimba band and our famous 
Rock band. We’re please to also say that 
our students now have the opportunity to 
enrol in keyboard lessons. ABC Music 
group joined us last week and keyboard 
lessons started. They are taken in small 
groups of four students, held on 
Wednesdays after school, based on user 
pay system. We hope this will be the 
beginning of many further opportunities 
with the possibility of other instrumental 
lessons being offered. For more 
information, please contact the school 
office. 
 
DISCO  

 
Check your diaries! Thursday November 
19th is our annual school disco!  
The Prep – 2s will be rocking on from 5:30 
– 7pm, and the 3 – 6 kids from 7:30 - 
9.00pm. Mat Montebello and Matt Scalzo 
are the minds behind this year’s event. 
We’re sure it will be a night to remember 
for all our kids. Stay tuned. 
 
 
Have a great week ahead, 
Billy (heading home shortly) and Andrea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Willy Kids Are Friendly Kids 
This term we are working on  
RESPONSIBILITY 

Next week we will be looking at -  
Fixing things up 

From time to time we make mistakes.  At 
times we make these mistakes 
accidentally, at other times we are careless 
or occasionally we simply choose to do 
something we should not.  Mistakes are a 
normal part of growing up and if we learn 
from our mistakes we end up better in the 
end.   
Learning to "fix things up" after mistakes 
is a difficult thing to do, but it is so 
important.  "Fixing things up" means 
repairing the damage you have caused to 
someone or something.  It means you take 
responsibility for what has happened and 
through your actions prove to others and 
yourself that you know you have made a 
mistake and you want to improve the 
situation. 
Be prepared to say sorry and then prove 
you are sorry by not letting it happen 
again. 
If something has been damaged, offer to 
fix it or replace it. 
Take responsibility for your actions and be 
the first to say sorry; don't wait until you 
have to apologise or told to by someone 
else. 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY ROSTER 
 
5/6S 2nd – 6th November 
5/6E 9th – 13th November 
3/4W 16th – 20th November 
Please note:  As the Lost Property 
Cupboard and the collection bins are 
located in corridors next to working 
children, access is restricted to the 
following times 
8.50 am – 9.10 am 
3.20 pm – 3.40 pm 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Bike Education 
Bike Education was in full swing last 
week, with the grade 5’s participating in a 
basic riding skills session. There are still a 
few bikes that do not meet the required 
safety standards- these bikes will need to 
be serviced/repaired before this Friday.  
Mat will be contacting all those parents 
that offered to volunteer their time to help 
us out with Bike Education, as we will be 
requiring their assistance over the next few 
weeks. Thank you once again for all those 
that put their hand up- we had a great 
response from parents wanting to help out. 
 
Health Education 
Health Education also got underway last 
week. We encourage you to discuss with 
your children what they have been learning 
at school. - as reluctant as they may be! 
 
Assessment 
Our testing and assessment is almost 
complete; with the final tests to be 
undertaken this week. The kids have 
shown great Willy Kid resilience and 
persistence during this time.  Well done! 
 
Transition 
Next Friday the grade 6 students who will 
be attending Williamstown High School 
next year will be visiting the school for a 
transition morning.  
We will be walking to and from the 
Bayview campus – Please sign and return 
the permission note to school by 
Wednesday November 11th. 
 
Term 4 events 
For those that missed our outline of Term 
4 events in the previous newsletter; we 
have attached another copy for your 
perusal so that you can stay abreast of all 
the goings on in our action-packed Term 4. 
 
 

 
MONTH	
   EVENT	
   COST	
  
NOVEMBER	
  
	
  

	
   	
  

Week	
  	
  5	
   Testing	
  
	
  

	
  

Weeks	
  5,6	
  &	
  7	
  
	
  

Health	
  Education	
  
(grade	
  6	
  only	
  

	
  

DECEMBER	
   	
   	
  
Tuesday	
  8th	
   Grade	
  6	
  	
  

Orientation	
  day	
  
	
  

	
  

Monday	
  14th	
   	
  Grade	
  6	
  
Graduation	
  night	
  
7.00pm	
  start	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
GRADUATION	
  
VIDEO	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
$25.00	
  

Tuesday	
  15th	
   Williamstown	
  Life	
  
Saving	
  Club	
  –
celebration	
  day	
  

$	
  5.00	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Plus	
  
optional	
  
spending	
  
money	
  
	
  

Wednesday	
  
16th	
  

Melbourne	
  Zoo	
   $25.00	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Plus	
  
optional	
  
spending	
  
money	
  
	
  

Thursday	
  17th	
   	
  Commonwealth	
  
Reserve	
  
Lunch,	
  games…	
  

$	
  5.00	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Optional	
  
spending	
  
money	
  
	
  

Date	
  TBA	
   Buddy	
  Ice-­‐cream	
  
shop	
  visit	
  

$	
  5.00	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

 
Until next time, Helen, Mat, Steven, Liz, 
Bianca and Jacky 
 
 

   
Congratulations to  

34R 
Winning grade in walking to 

school last Friday 
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Recorder Unit 
Beginning the week of 16th November, all 
students in grades 3-6 will be learning the 
recorder.  This is an essential part of our 
school music program as it allows all the 
students to have an instrument that they 
practice independently, and focus on the 
reading of formal notation that we have 
covered earlier in the year.  All students are 
required to have a recorder for this unit and 
must bring it to every lesson for the remainder 
of the term.  

A reminder to have $7.00 and form with 
child’s name, grade and recorder money back 
to school by Friday 6th November. 

If you do not choose to put an order through 
with the school it is the responsibility of the 
parents to provide their child with an 
instrument (preferably a plastic Yamaha 
descant recorder) ready for these classes. 

Thanks, 
Henric Beiers 
 
 
 
 
 
Hoop Time  
Congratulations to the 5/6 All Star Girls 
who competed last week at the Regional 
Finals. The girls were narrowly defeated in 
a number of games they played, but 
combined well and played with great Willy 
spirit throughout the day. 
 
Good luck to the 3/4 Future Stars team 
who play in their Regional Finals next 
Wednesday at the Werribee Recreation 
Centre. 
Lacrosse 
The grade 3/4’s and 5/6’s have been 
enjoying our unit on Lacrosse/Sofcrosse 
this term and have benefitted greatly from 
the knowledge and expertise of members 
from our local community. Laura Kelly 
(Williamstown Lacrosse Club) spent time 
conducting clinics with grades and our 5/6 
teams had a training session with 

Williamstown High School students Nella 
Lane and Sam Matty. Both girls are in the 
U/19 Australian Squad and we thank them 
for time and effort with our teams. 
 
Good luck to the 5/6 teams who are off to 
a Lacrosse tournament next, Friday 
November 13. 
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