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Williamstown Primary News 

                                                                                                   22nd October  2009 
www.wil liamstownps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45 p.m. 
 

Dates to 
Remember 

 
OCTOBER: 

 
 
NOVEMBER: 
 
Tuesday 3rd 

Melbourne Cup 
Holiday 

 
Tuesday 17th 

School Council 
Meeting 

 
Thursday 19th 

Disco 
 
 
DECEMBER: 
 
Wednesday 9th 

Music Concert 
 

Monday 14th 
Grade 6 Presentation 
 
Friday 18th  
Last school day for 
2009.  Finish 1.30pm 
 
 
FEBRUARY 2010: 
 
Monday 1st 
First resumes for 
2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
Good news everyone! We 
are excited to announce 
that work will commence 
on our new playground 
next week. For those who 
have seen the photos 
outside our office youÕll 
know why the kids are 
really looking forward to 
the great pieces of 
equipment weÕll be 
getting. The new 
equipment is unlike much 
of what we currently have 
and features some 
appropriately challenging, 
contemporary pieces such 
as the six metre high 
spacenet in the 5\6 
section.    Selected after 
lots of input from the 
kids, this is a very 
exciting time.  
If all goes well, the 
construction will take 
four to six weeks. During 
this time, we will 
obviously need to make 
some adjustments to 
where the children play 
and in fact how we access 
the school. Fences will be 
constructed early on 
Monday morning which 
will mean that children 
will not have access to 
the current playground; 
however, weÕre hopeful 
that by this time, our prep 
play area will be 
reclaimed.              

Principals’ Comments 
 

 
 

Fingers crossed Ð weÕre 
talking to the builders 
about this and obviously 
adjusting our yard duty 
coverage so that we can 
use this space.  
Due to the construction of 
fences, parents should 
also know that the two 
school access points on 
Cecil Street will 
unfortunately be closed 
for this short time. We 
hope this wonÕt 
inconvenience you too 
much Ð there are two 
gates nearby, close to the 
portable classrooms and 
of course the seagull gates 
on Parker Street. 

Visit by the Mayor 
This week, the Mayor of 
HobsonÕs Bay, Mr Peter 
Hemphill will be stopping 
by to see our Year 5 / 6 
students on Friday 
afternoon. Mayor 
Hemphill was impressed 
with the work our 
students did earlier in the 
year at the Melbourne 
Water Youth Festival and 
would like to 
acknowledge this with a 
presentation to the 
students.  We hope to 
spend a little time 
showing the Mayor 
around our school, weÕre 
sure heÕs going to enjoy 
his time with our 
wonderful Willy kids. 

Monday prior to 
Melbourne Cup Day 
(November 2nd 2009) 
Traditionally across 
schools the Melbourne 
Cup Carnival was a time 
when many families 
planned special events, 
making the most of the 
public holiday on the 
Tuesday and what was 
often a Curriculum Day in 
schools on the Monday 
prior.  
This year, under the new 
employment agreement for 
teachers, it was mandated 
that the four Curriculum 
Days would take place on 
the same day for all 
schools. Consequently, 
this year all schools took 
the three days at the 
beginning of the school 
year (prior to students 
commencing) and June 
12th as a reporting day. As 
a result, families should 
know that this year the 
Monday prior to 
Melbourne Cup is a school 
day as usualÉwell, not 
quiteÉ  
Senoria Chambers is 
organising an Italian 
themed day called 
ÒPaglioÓ based on the 
famous horse race in 
Sienna. It should be lots of 
fun; weÕll let you know 
more about the day soon. 
 

 



Dates for 2010 
While weÕre on the topic of dates we thought it 
timely to inform parents of the term and 
curriculum day dates for next year. 
Again in 2010, the first three curriculum days 
will be taken at the beginning of the school 
year therefore teachers will resume on January 
27th. This means that students will commence 
the 2010 academic year on Monday 1st 
February.  Only one other curriculum day will 
be held in 2010. This is will again be dedicated 
for student assessment and reporting purposes 
on the third last Friday of Term 2, June 11th. 

Term dates for 2010: 

February 1st Ð March 26th 
April 12th Ð June 25th 

July 12th Ð September 17th 
October 4th Ð December 17th 

Comings and Goings 
Next week we welcome back Steve 
Montgomery from his overseas travels and 
wish Nicole Richards all the best as she heads 
away for a three week reconnaissance.  WeÕd 
like to take the opportunity of thanking Cathy 
Graham who has stepped into SteveÕs 
classroom during this time and who in fact will 
take on 3 / 4 R in NicoleÕs absence. ItÕs great 
to have Cathy here at Willy. Cathy is a 
familiar face who knows us and our kids well.  

“Walktober” at Willy 
Willy kids and families are great walkers and 
this week weÕre proving this so through our 
participation in the annual Vic Health 
ÒWalktoberÓ event. Congratulations to 
everyone who took the opportunity to walk to 
school yesterday. WeÕre hoping our walking 
record is the best yet. 

Assembly on Mondays 
Thanks to everyone for your support in getting 
Monday morning assemblies off to a quick 
start at 8:55 which means that they are in class 
by 9:10. This is very important as every 
minute of learning counts and particularly so 
for our specialist classes who operate a seven 
day timetable. Most students have made a 
great effort to be at school a little earlier and 
we congratulate them.  

Attendance and Assessment  
With the English On-Line assessment 
commencing last week in Prep -2 from now 
through November it is very much a review 
and assessment time for the kids at Willy.  

There are a range of assessments all kids will 
complete, some mandated by DEECD and 
others outlined in our own schoolÕs assessment 
schedule.  Therefore, it is very important that: 
!  Your child is at school every day they 

possibly can be,  
!  They are healthy, well-rested, and energy 

fuelled by a good breakfast, and 
!  On time - ready for a big day of learning! 
Staff will be extra busy this term preparing 
written reports for every child. These reports 
will be sent home in the final week of the 
school year. 

Enrolments  
In recent weeks weÕve had quite a few 
enrolment conversations with families moving 
schools mostly in but some out of the area. 
This is essential information for us as we plan 
classes and budgets for 2010. If your child is 
unlikely to be attending Willy PS in 2010, we 
would really appreciate if you could let us 
know as soon as possible.  Similarly if you 
know of any new families likely to attend 
Willy PS in 2010 could you ask them to enrol 
now. A change in enrolment of only four or 
five students has a dramatic effect on funding 
and will certainly impact on staffing and other 
budgets.  The sooner we have the information 
the better. 

Have a great week ahead, 
Billy (still enjoying his adventures in Italy)  

and Andrea "   
 

 

 

 
This week in Prep we are learning about time 
and how time is important in our everyday 
lives.  This includes morning, afternoon and 
evening time and the sequential order of things 
we do in these time periods. You may like to 
discuss what time is with your child. We have 
completed our assessment have returned to our 
normal work program. The Preps are to be 
commended on their excellent behaviour and 
support of their classmates during this 
assessment period.  

A reminder that hats are compulsory in Term 4.   

Until next week. 
Stacey, Maria & Michelle  

 

PREP NEWS 



Willy Kids Are Friendly Kids 
This term we are working on  

RESPONSIBILITY 
Next week we will be looking at -  

Rights 
We quite often hear the word rights.   So what 
are they?   People talk about the right to an 
education or the right to vote.  Basically it 
means people are entitled to something and 
that those around them, or those in authority, 
should make sure they get what they are 
entitled to.   
In our school children have a number of 
important rights: 

The right to learn; 
the right to be safe and 
the right to be respected. 
It is everyoneÕs responsibility to make sure 
that these rights are respected. 
How can you do that? 
Make sure that you help those around you 
learn by being a good learner yourself.  
Concentrate on your work and spend your time 
productively in the classroom. 
In the playground play safely and look after 
those around you.  Be friendly and this will 
help others feel safe. 
Respect all the people in our school.  Think 
about how you behave with them.  Are you 
courteous and friendly?  Look after the rights 
of others and your rights will be looked after 
as well. 
 
 
 
 
New Unit 
We have a very busy and exciting few weeks 
ahead. This term we are working on a new unit 
called ÒCelebrationsÓ. During term 4 we will 
be looking at various celebrations and special 
days that we observe in Australia.  We will 
also explore various customs and  celebrations 
experienced around the world. Throughout this 
term we will be participating in various 
exciting events! 

Spooks day 
During October we have been learning about 
Halloween.  As part of our studies we are 
planning a ÒSpooks DayÓ. This will take place 
on Thursday 29th October.  You all must know 
by now that we love to dress up soÉÉ.. on 
this day we are asking the children to come in 

fancy dress.  Something ÔHalloweenishÕ would 
be good. Eg. Witches, ghosts, skeletons etc. 
We are giving lots of notice so that you have 
plenty of time to get your costumes together.  
Please do not feel that you need to go out and 
buy new costumes, we love it when the 
children get creative and use things they find 
around the house for their costume! We will 
have some exciting activities planned for the 
children on this day. We canÕt wait!!!! 

Children’s week Picnic at Laverton Park 
On Wednesday 28th October we are going on 
an excursion to the ChildrenÕs Week Picnic. 
The children will be taking part in a variety of 
activities provided by the council and enjoying 
a picnic lunch. Please see the note given to 
your child and return the money for the buses 
in a clearly marked envelope. DonÕt forget a 
packed lunch, drink, sunscreen and your hats. 
 
 

 
This week in class… 
3-6s are putting on mini-plays using common 
Italian phrases. We are focusing on using our 
voice and actions to create a sense of character 
and story; waiting for the audience to be ready 
before starting, speaking slowly and 
performing without turning our backs. The 
audience is questioned after each performance 
about what they think was said in Italian and 
what was the story of the play. 
1-2s are checking on their parsley plants and 
working with air-drying clay. We are focusing 
on using basic shapes to create clay versions of 
something from Italy. 
Preps are continuing group work. They are 
playing a board game set in Italy, making flags 
and pasta necklaces, building something from 
Italy out of construction blocks and playing 
the ÔFioreÕ ICT game. 

Italian Art Windows 
Currently on display are 1G ÔSpiderwebÕ 
pictures created by layering paint and drawing 
the web in oil pastel. 

Italian Phrase-of-the-week 
Answer to question posed last term: The day 
ÔgiornoÕ is considered to be a boy thing but the 
evening ÔseraÕ and night ÔnotteÕ are considered 
girl things in Italian. 

Saluti, Signora 

ITALIAN ART 

GRADE 1 NEWS 



 
 

 
 

Techno Time 
This week sees our Billy Cart designs well underway- with some very creative ideas being 
formulated.  

Assessment 
Testing will be undertaken over the next few weeks.  Please make sure that your child is rested so as 
to be better prepared. 

Thankyou 
Next week will see the return of Steven from his travels in Korea. We thank Cathy for doing such a 
wonderful job in his absence. 

Term 4 events 
With such a busy term ahead of us, we have developed a calendar of events to help keep you abreast 
of all the upcoming events; as well as give you time to budget for some of the expenses that will be 
incurred. 
 
MONTH EVENT COST 

OCTOBER   

Week 4 & 5 Testing  

Friday 30th Health Ed.  (Grade 6 only)  

NOVEMBER   

Friday 6th 

13th, 20th,21st 

Health Ed.  (Grade 6 only)  

DECEMBER   

Tuesday 8th Grade 6 

Orientation day 

 

Monday 14th Grade 6 Graduation night 7.00pm start 
GRADUATION VIDEO 

$25.00 

Tuesday 15th Williamstown Life Saving Club  
Celebration day 

$5.00 
Plus optional 
spending money 

Wednesday 16th Melbourne Zoo $25.00 
Plus optional 
spending money 

Thursday 17th Commonwealth Reserve 
Lunch gamesÉ 

$5.00 
Optional spending 
money 

Date TBA Buddy Ice-cream shop visit $5.00 

Until next time, 
Helen, Liz, Bianca, Mat, Cathy and Jacky
 

5/6 NEWS 



 
 
Instrumental lessons 
ABC Music is now able to start music lessons 
after school.  This term they will be offering 
keyboard only with other instruments to be 
started up in the new year.  Lessons will be 
held on Wednesday afternoons.  There is a 
brochure and enrolment form on the back of 
the newsletter.  Please note that the form is not 
to be returned to the school but forwarded on 
to ABC Music.  Details are on the form. 

Ukuleles 
I have decided that the grade 1/2s will also 
have a go on the ukuleles.  While some of 
them find it a little hard to get their fingers 
around the chords, we are only doing the 
simple ones and using it to accompany some 
singing activities.  I think it will be a 
worthwhile activity and will set them up well 
to continue to develop their skills over the next 
few years. 

Thanks, 
HenricBeiers 

 
 

Congratulations to 
5/6S 

Winning grade in walking to 
school last Friday  

              MUSIC  


